
Most pe ople  inte re ste d in m ilitary s e rvice  as sum e  th at th e y w ill be  de fe nding th e  principle s  of 
fre e dom  e m bodie d in th e  Constitution. Unfortunate ly, for m e n w h o h ave  be e n caugh t up in 
Am e rica's  fam ily law  syste m , m any of our nation's  law s are  m ore  ak in to th os e  of fascist 
dictators h ips  or th e  form e r Sovie t Union. 

Am e rica's  fam ily law  syste m  is  grossly unfair to m e n and unde rm ine s  th e  value  of fath e rs  in our 
socie ty.  And th e  syste m  h as  also ruth le s sly h arm e d m any m ilitary fath e rs  s e rving in th is  tim e  of 
w ar:

• Gary S. w as  a Navy Se al w h o fough t te rrorists  in Afgh anistan afte r th e  Se pte m be r 11th  
attack s . W h ile  h e  w as  aw ay, h is  son w as w h is k e d out of th e  country w ith  th e  h e lp of a 
California fam ily court. Th is  re al Am e rican h e ro now  h ardly s e e s  h is  ch ild and is  re porte dly 
ne ar bank ruptcy due  to le gal fe e s  and court-orde re d support.

• National Guardsm an Joe  McNe illy lost custody of h is  ch ild afte r s e rving in Iraq  for 15 
m onth s . Be fore  going ove rs e e s  to prote ct h is  fe llow  Am e ricans, h e  agre e d to ce de  te m porary 
full custody to h is  son's  m oth e r. W h e n h e  re turne d h om e  from  th e  battle fie ld, h e  w as  s h ock e d 
to le arn th at th e  court punis h e d h im  for h is  abs e nce  by pe rm e nantly aw arding full custody to 
th e  ch ild's  m oth e r.

 • Lt. Scott Ke e nan, an inte llige nce  office r in th e  Naval Re s e rve s, w as  s e nt ove rs e as  for th re e  
w e e k s  around Se pte m be r 11th . Be caus e  of h is  de ploym e nt, h e  w as  unable  to e xe rcis e  all of 
h is  allotte d pare nting tim e  w ith  h is  ch ildre n. A Ne w  Je rs e y judge  re w arde d h is  sacrifice s  for 
h is  country w ith  a slap in th e  face  by pe rm ane ntly re ducing h is  pare nting tim e  by 20% .




